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SUBJECT: FONMIN COMMENTS ON FINDING OF SOVIET SONAR BUOYS 
REF: REYKJAVIK 0210, 0211, 0225 

1. CRITICAL NEWS MEDIA HAVE RECENTLY PRESSED FONMIN EINAR 
AGUSTSSON ON REASONS WHY SOVIET SONAR BUOYS WERE TURNED OVER TO 
IDF FOR ANALYSIS AND ON WHAT TREATY OR OTHER LEGAL BASIS IT 

WAS DONE. IN ANSWER TO HOSTILE QUESTIONING BY COMMUNIST-LINING 
NEWSPAPER THJODVILJINN, AGUSTSSON SAID: "THE REASON IS THAT WE 
ARE IN THE NATO DEFENSE ALLIANCE AND THE UNITED STATES REPRESENTS 
NATO IN ICELAND. ACCORDING TO THE DEFENSE AGREEMENT, SUCH 
COOPERATION SHOULD BE CONSIDERED NORMAL. WE DO NOT HAVE THE 
FACILITIES TO DO RESEARCH ON THIS TRASH OR WHATEVER ONE OUGHT 
TO CALL IT AND IT SEEMED NATURAL FOR THE DEFENSE FORCE TO 
INVESTIGATE IT IF WE ARE TO LEARN ANYTHING FURTHER ABOUT THE NATURE 
OF THESE BUOYS." 

2. WHEN ASKED WHETHER HE HAD ORDERED THE ICELANDIC COAST GUARD TO 
DELIVER THE BUOYS TO THE DEFENSE FORCE, AGUSTSSON REPLIED: 

"NO, I HAVE NOT ORDERED ANYONE TO DO ANYTHING. THE STORY ABOUT 
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ABOUT IT FROM A NEWSMAN ON TELEVISION. ON THE OTHER HAND, I WAS 
INFORMED ABOUT THE DISCOVERY OF THE RECENT ONES AND I DO NOT 
CONSIDER IT ABNORMAL THAT THE DEFENSE FORCE SHOULD INSPECT THEM." 

3. WHEN SIMILAR QUESTIONS WERE RAISED BY SDP NEWSPAPER ALTHYDUBLADID, 
AGUSTSSON SAID: "THERE ARE NO ARTICLES IN THE DEFENSE AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN ICELAND AND THE UNITED STATES WHICH SPECIFICALLY SPELL 
OUT THAT BUOYS AND OTHER SUCH STRANGE OBJECTS ARE TO BE HANDED 
OVER TO THE DEFENSE FORCE AT KEFLAVIK. BUT THERE ARE IN THE 
AGREEMENT ARTICLES ABOUT COOPERATION WHICH WE LET GOVERN THIS 
TYPE OF INCIDENT. IN MY TERM OF OFFICE AS FOREIGN MINISTER, 

I HAVE NOT PREVIOUSLY DEALT WITH ISSUES OF THIS TYPE." 

"WHEN THE COAST GUARD TURNED OVER A BUOY TO THE DEFENSE FORCE IN 
1972, IT WAS DONE WITHOUT CONTACTING OR CONSULTING MY MINISTRY. 

THAT ISSUE COMPLETELY BY PASSED MY DESK AND NO REPORT HAS BEEN 

RECEIVED ON IT. NOW, ON THE OTHER HAND, I HAVE TAKEN STEPS TO 

GET A REPORT FROM THE DEFENSE FORCE AND HAVE ALSO MY REPRESENTATIVE, 

HANNES GUDMUNDSSON, PRESENT AT THE INVESTIGATIONS WHICH ARE 

CONDUCTED HERE AND HE WILL GIVE ME A REPORT WHICH WILL BE A 

BASIS FOR COMPARISON." 
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